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Municipal officials in Managua have agreed to a vigorous attack on the capital's garbage problem,
which epidemiologists say presents an immediate threat to public health. The problem stems from a
lack of modern landfills and the 800 or so clandestine dumps that dot the city. Jorge Cisne, director
of the city's sanitation department, said that in December, the capital produced over 28,000 metric
tons of garbage 8,000 MT more than the normal accumulation. An informal survey of the city made
by the daily newspaper La Prensa revealed an illegal garbage dump in front of Las Brisas Hospital
and others next to public buildings and a public market.
According to a spokesperson for the Ministry of Health, the problem reached serious proportions
five years ago, but local police and city officials have not had the will or resources to solve it. A plan
coordinated by the Health Ministry in 1994 fell apart when then police chief Fernando Caldera gave
up trying to stamp out illegal garbage dumping. He said that his department did not have enough
money to carry out a citywide enforcement operation.
In January, Managua Mayor Roberto Cedeno promised, "In the first three months of this year, we
are going to give top priority to the elimination of the clandestine garbage dumps...in every section
of Managua." Master plan to clean up the mess On Jan. 23, officials from the Ministry of Health, the
mayor's office, and the police department met to plan a solution to the garbage crisis, starting with a
renewal of the 1994 pact.
In addition, under the Master Plan for Garbage Collection and Treatment, worked out by Japanese
consultants in 1995, Cisne announced plans to construct a modern municipal landfill with a US$30
million grant from Japan. The facility will have an impermeable floor and will use modern treatment
techniques. At present, all of Managua's garbage is deposited in open air dumps. Other measures
include distribution of 1,000 trash containers around the city, plus acquisition of new sanitationdepartment container trucks. [Sources: La Prensa (Nicaragua), 12/02/96, 01/20/97, 01/21/97]
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